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SUBJECT: EIGHTEENTH FAO CONFERENCE: TIME SCHEDULE OF 
AGENDA ITEMS 

REF: STATE 241 138 

1. DECAPRONA HAS GIVEN INITIAL REACTION TO IMPROVED TIME 
SCHEDULE SUGGESTED REFTEL, AND IS DISCUSSING IT WITH FAO 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 
EDWARD WEST. WE THINK IT BEST TO WORK THROUGH DECAPRONA ON 
THIS, SINCE HE IS DIRECTLY IN CHARGE OF CONFERENCE ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

2. DECAPRONA STRONGLY AGREES THAT U.S. SUGGESTIONS ON TIME- 
TABLE IN REFTEL WOULD BE MORE LOGICAL AND GREAT IMPROVEMENT 
OVER SEQUENCE NOW SET BY PROGRAM AND FINANCE COMMITTEE AND 
FAO COUNCIL, BUT HE THINKS IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO RE-DO 
TIMETABLE EXCEPT PERHAPS AS CONSENSUS IN GENERAL COMMITTEE 
OF FAO CONFERENCE. DECAPRONA IS UNCERTAIN AND FEARFUL THAT 
REOPENING TIMETABLE MIGHT "OPEN PANDORA'S BOX." FAO CON- 
FERENCE AGENDA AND TIMETABLE ARE NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUS- 
SION IN PRELIMINARY FAO COUNCIL MEETING, AND DECAPRONA BE- 
LIVES FAO COUNCIL CHAIRMAN BULA HOYOS WOULD RESIST OPENING 
IT IN FAO COUNCIL SESSION. DECAPRONA BELIEVES BEST WAY OF 
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TEE OF FAO CONFERENCE AT OUTSET, TEST GROUND, AND SEE WHETHER 
CONSENSUS ON IMPROVED SEQUENCE MIGHT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT GET- 
TING INTO INVOLVED AND PROLONGED DISCUSSIONS. 

3. ANOTHER DISADVANTAGE OF REOPENING TIMETABLE WHICH DE- 
CAPRONA MENTIONED, AND WHICH IS PARTICULARLY APPLICABLE IF 
CHANGES ARE MADE AS LATE AS OPENING OF FAO CONFERENCE, IS 
THAT MANY COUNTRIES HAVE SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE OF THEIR TOP 
OFFICIALS ON BASIS OF EXISTING TIMETABLE. THIS WOULD PAR- 
TICULARLY AFFECT EUROPEAN AND OTHER MAJOR COUNTRIES WHO PLAN 
TO HAVE THEIR HIGH OFFICIALS ATTEND ONLY A FEW DAYS. VOLPE 
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